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Prakash
Bhandan

The wriler & a
senior fournalis

As Jawaharlal Nehru was

delivering his historic speech,
widely regarded as one of the
great speeches of the 20th
century, some 165 boy scouts
and their teachers from
undivided India celebrated
Independence on 15th August
in Paris. The boys had gone to
Paris for the World Scout and
Guide Jamboree.There were
boys from Jaipur one was
Jasdey Singh, who later became
a celebrated sports broadcaster
along with Hariharnath Kaul,
Manohar Lal Nigam and
Prithpal Singh, were sent by the
Mabharaja Sawal Man Singh of
Jaipur as part of the Indian
contingent.

There were eight boys
from the Mayo College Ajmer
and one of them was Ranvir
Sinh, the famous progressive
writer, playright and dramatist,

who also served the Mauritius |

government as their cultural

™

: ; he Indian-and Pakistaiti

flag b‘hg ho

There was another problem, when we had gone
we were part of British India and were flying the
Union Jack. But now both India and Pakistan were
free countries, we had to fly our own national
flags. VK Krishna Menon, who later became
India's High Commissioner in London, had sent
us the India tricolour. But the Pakistani flag was
missing. Khurshid Abbas Gardezi, who was from
Multan, and Igbal Qureshi, who was from
Karachi that is in Pakistan now were asked by Mr
Thaddeus to stitch the Pakistani flag. Gardezi
himself cut his white shirt and used the piece of
cloth from the turban of Mushtaque Hussain to
stitch the white and green Pakistani flag.

advisor. Ranvir Sinh, a scion of &

the Dandlod Thakurs was
studying in Mayo College and

had excelled in sports and &
dramatics.It's the platinum |
of our

Jubilee year
Independence. This was the
time in August 1947, when the

TRT3C TIMES S

The Maharaja of Jaipur Sawai Man Singh
presenting the award to Jasdev Singh.

Ranbir
Sinh.

Ranbir Sinh,
is now 93.
Ranbir Sinh
| is one of the
surviving
members
and lives in
Jaipur, He
still remembers the journey and
some historical anecdotes
associated with the World
Jamboree.

World Jamboree of scouts and
guides was being held in
Meissen in France, which was
being attended by 70,000 boys
and girls from all over the
world. The Jamboree was held
after World War II and a strong
contingent of 165 boys of an
undivided India including boys
from Karachi and Lahore had
sailed from Bombay (Mumbai)
to attend the Jamboree in an
Italian warship SS

d Electranta.The delegation of

undivided India was led by a
person from Kerala, GTJ

® Thaddeus. He was one of the

people who as an active
member of the Indian Scouts
and Guides, worked tirelessly

forarer, 2022



to ensure that an Indian contingent
should take part in the World Jamboree
for the first time.

Spirit of Brotherhood

"The members of the
contingent were drawn from different
parts of undivided India including
Sindh and West Punjab province
which is now a part of Pakistan. We
spoke different languages and ate the
same food, it took us some time to
understand each other but soon we
became a large family. We did not
know the difference between vari ous
regions of the undivided India and
language was no barrier. There was no
difference based on caste, creed or
religion. It was the brotherhood of
United India and we all used to sing the
patriotic song penned by Mohammed
Igbal Saare Jahan Se Accha Hindostan
Hamara. It was the first experience of a
long sea journey and that also of an
angry sea; a number of boys became
seasick. Our first halt was Aden, then
we entered the Suez Canal and visited
Cairo to see the pyramid. Then we
landed at the Southampton port in
London and crossed the English
channel to reach France, and then to
the jamburi venue.

The Indian contingent had
stayed in London for 12 days. There
during the meeting with the people
from undivided India they came to
know that both India and Pakistan
would become separate nations on the
night of August 14-15 and both the

nations would raise, their national
flags in their respective countries.

"We lived in love, affection
and peace. A person from Kerala, Rai
Bahadur GTJ Thaddeus, who was the
secretary-general of the Indian Scouts
& Guides Association, as well as the
leader of the Indian delegation called
me and told me that there is a big
problem as to how the three flags
Scout flags, Indian flag, and Pakistan
flag can be hoisted on one flag post. As
we were secular, he ordered me (as I
was Mr Thaddeus's secretary) to find a
solution. There was another d problem
as when we had gone we were part of
British India and were flying the
Union Jack. But now both India and
Pakistan were free countries, we had to
fly our own national flags. VK Krishna
Menon, who later became India's High
Commissioner in London, had sent us
the India tricolour. But the Pakistani
flag was missing. Khurshid Abbas
Gardezi, who was from Multan, and
Igbal Qureshi, who was from Karachi
that is in Pakistan now, were asked by
Mr. Thaddeus to stitch the Pakistani
flag. Gardezi himself cut his white
shirt and used the piece of cloth from
the turban of Mushtaq Hussain to
stitch the white and green Pakistani
flag."

"We came up with the idea
that there should be another post
horizontal with the three flags. The
scout flag will be in the middle, with
India and Pakistan flags on both ends.

We gave a demonstration to Mr.
Thaddeus, he like the idea but his face
was grim. The representatives of areas
falling under India and those States
falling under Pakistan would fight to
keep the flag poles straight."

Timeless & Historical

"All the leaders from 165
nations were invited to witness the
historic occasion and a special area
was created for the flag hoisting
ceremony."

"As a gesture, initiated by the
Indian contingent's Thaddeus, Dan
Mal Mathur - a teacher from Mayo
College, Ajmer, who was also in the
Indian delegation raised the Pakistani
flag and the Indian flag was hoisted by
Igbal Kureshi of Karachi."

"All the boys sang Jana Gana
Mana and Sare Jahan Se Acha. But no
Pakistani national anthem was sung as
it had not been written by the time. We
were greeted with cakes and pastries
and it was a joyous end to a great
celebration for away from India on the
outskirts of Paris." Said Ranbir Sinh.

This occasion was recorded
by the BBC and the French radio.
London's Guardian correspondent,
who was covering the Jamboree,
wrote: "Squatting in an Indian tent,
one talked with a dozen boys Sikhs,
Muslims, Hindus, Parsees, Christians
and Jews- who found no trouble at all
in living together with neither blows
nor bitter argument."

5 s
King Geor

V is being intrducd to the Indian contingent

by GTL Thaddeus (in the middle) the leader of the Indian contingent.

forawr, 2022

The Queen of Britain meeting the Indian contingent.
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on our return journey from London's Southampton port to
Bombay, what [ witnessed was that the atmosphere in the
ship changed. Following the partition, the tragedy had fallen,
friendships were broken and those who were close friends
became strangers. It I was really heart-rending. On the ship
SS Strathmore, Mr. Thaddeus called upon us and told us
frankly that the situation was very grave. There was a danger
that someone might push someone into the sea. He said that
boys will have to guard the Deck in the night to ensure that
this did not happen. The journey from Southampton to
Bombay took 15 days, but nothing untoward happen-ed."

In the Indian contingent, there was a boy from
Ajmer Aftab Hussain and a boy from Indore named
Nassarullah Mustafa Khan. Mustafa was the Nawab of
Sachin in Gujarat in western India, who had travelled with us.

When the Indian contingent sailed from Bombay to
London, they were members of United India. But after
Partition and the celebrations of the Independence Day in
Paris, when the flags of both the countries were raised there
was a clear Hindu-Muslim divide.

Yet, Aftab Hussain from Ajmer and Nasrullah
Mustafa Khan sided with us as they wanted to be part of
India. Thaddeus started keeping watch as by now the boys
came to know about the communal riots in both India and
Pakistan.

"Hum jab Paris Gaye the toh gulam the, aur jab
wapas laute toh Azad the," thus remembered the late Jasdev
Singh, in an interview with this author, a few months before
his death. who had attended the sixth world jamboree.

Jasdev Singh, the celebrity sports broadcaster of
India, who delighted the listeners with his live hockey
commentary was well known in Pakistan.

Gulf of Detest

On reaching Bombay port, the contingent members
were informed that riots have taken place. The port officers
asked each member whether he was a Hindu or a Muslim.
The Muslim boys were asked to go to Karachi.

"We had two Muslim boys, Nasrullah from Sachin
and Aftab from Ajmer. Nasarullah's father was living in
Bombay and he took his son home. The officers told Aftab that
he had to go to Pakistan. We pleaded with the officers that Aftab
should be allowed to go to Ajmer where his parents lived. After
big arguments with the officers we finally managed to take
Aftab along with us to Ajmer. Aftab became a very special and
precious commodity for us as it became our solemn duty to
save him from the treacherous hands of the rioters. First, during
our train journey from Bombay to Ajmer, we gave him a Hindu
name. We travelled in a first-class compartment from Bombay to
Ajmer and gave Aftab security coverage from rioters who would
enter the railway compartment to look for the Muslims. When we
reached Ajmer, we hand ed over Aftab to his parents. A tearful
adieu was given to Aftab, who happily joined his parents and
eventually migrated to Pakistan. Thus ended our journey full of
experiences that was both happy and sad. This was the first time |
realised how the gulf of hatred was created between Hindus and
Muslims," said Ranbir Sinh with moist eyes.....
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In India, teachers' day is
celebrated on 5 September every
year to mark the birthday of Dr
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, the
first vice-president of India and a
highly respected teacher,
philosopher and statesman.
During his tenure as a President
of India his students and friends
requested him to celebrate his
birthday. He asked them to
observe his birthday as Teachers'
Day and make it a celebration for
all.

Looking at the current
situation, I think the greatest
teacher is the pandemic.
Experience in a year is more
important than years of
experience. The pandemic has in
fact taught us many enriching
lessons of life and livelihood.
Both in 2020 and 2021, owing to
the Covid-19 pandemic, teachers'
day was celebrated online.
Teachers are the bedrock upon
which any quality education is
built and this is one profession,
which never stopped even during
the worse pandemic times. The
role of teachers has changed and
is always evolving amidst the
changing technologies. Adopting
the online mode from an age old
practice of offline class was not
easy for any teacher, whether in
school or college. But we all did it
and surpassed all challenges.

I am sure while a teacher

. prepared for the next class, the

child in next room was attending
to online lectures or someone was
ailing in the other room or a
family member was quarantined
due to Covid- 19. Worse was the
case when we lost our near and
dear ones.... But learning never
stopped.

All of a sudden the
workspaces and personal spaces
were blurred. It was work from
home and work for home. Some
teachers doubled up as health
workers and helped to implement
the Covid guidelines, vaccination
drives and medical support. Let's
join our hands and thank them.

Teachers' Day is a special
time to applaud our teachers and
the entire teaching fraternity. In
the moment of emerging strong
and determined, our teachers
have made it possible by working
extended hours and keeping the
students engaged positively.

When someone takes an
effort to pass on one's treasure of
knowledge to another with sheer
desire to make the other person a
better human being, that spirit is
known as teacher. Our mothers
are our first teachers and so is
everyone who taught us life
lessons. Technology is just a tool;
it's the teacher who makes all the
difference. Teachers make it
possible for ordinary students
achieve extraordinary careers.
Let us salute the spirit of a teacher
and thank all our teachers!!!
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CELEBRATIONS DAYS : SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 2022

05 September : National Teachers Day
06 September : National Defense Day
08 September : International Literacy Day

Ozone Layer

01 October International day of Older Persons
02 October Gandhi Jayanti

05 October International Teachers Day

10 October World Mental Health Day

31 October National Unity Day

Plan an activity with your unit on these days and send your success stories & photos to

"scoutguidejyoti@gmail.com"

International Day for the Preservation of the
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The Bharat Scouts and Guides

Creating Better India

National Headquarters
Address: Lakshmi Mazumdar Bhawan, 16, M. G. Marg, |. P. Estate, New Delhi-110002
Website :www.bsgindia.org Email Id: info@bsgindia.org Phones:+91-11-23378702,23378667

To

All the State Secretaries,
State Associations of

The Bharat Scouts and Guides, . Jﬂﬂm?é
INDIAN UNION AR, RS HAR

Circular No. : 157 /12022
Date : 18th August, 2022

SUB : 18th NATIONAL JAMBOREE-SELECTION OF JAMBOREE STAFF
Dear Sir/Madam,

As all of you are aware that the 18th National Jamboree of the Bharat Scouts & Guides will be held RIICO (DMIC) Area, NH-62,
Rohat, District: Pali, Rajasthan State from 04th to 10th January, 2023. Jamboree is a prestigious National event of the Bharat
Scouts & Guides.

To organize programmes and activities during the period of Jamboree, we require the services of committed, experienced,
creative minded, disciplined, smart & active Leaders (Male & Female) who are atleast H.W.B. and above willing to render their
services voluntarily.

Bharat Scouts & Guides, National Headquarters invite applications of the willing and interested adult leaders at least H.W.B.
and above to render their valuable Services during the period of the 18th National Jamboree.

Free hospitality and Jamboree Kit will be provided. NHQ will recognize the services by awarding Appreciation/Commendation
Certificate.

Eligibility Conditions:

* Should be atleast HWB or above in any section

* Age between 21 to 55 years (Relaxation will be given on exceptional cases)

* Can speak and understand Hindi & English

* Should be physically fitand be able to withstand strain of field work

® Should not be a part of the State Contingent

* Should accept any responsibility bestowed for the success of the Jamboree

* The name should be duly recommended in the attached Proforma endorsed by the State Association

* NHQ reserves the right to accept/ reject the candidate. NHQ also has the right to admit any candidate at any time as
Jamboree Staff if found most suitable for the work.

* No change of name will be accepted at the Jamboree Ground

* In case of unsatisfactory services, indiscipline, unpunctuality is observed, such staff will be relived from the Camp
immediately.
Date of Reporting at Jamboree Site : 02.01.2023 before lunch. (1st Staff Meeting of the Jamboree Staff will be held in

the Jamboree Ground at 03 .00 P.M. Sharp. Late Comers will not be admitted at any cost. No request will be accepted)

Date of Relieving : 11.01.2023 after Lunch. (Return reservation may be arranged accordingly. No request will be
accepted for early departure or departure with the Contingent)

Last date of Receiving List of nominated Staff at NHQ : The list of nominated Staff as per Proforma from the State
Association should reach National Headquarters is on or before 15th Sept, 2022. List of Staff received after the deadline will
not be accepted.

Selection of Nominations : Only on receipt of final selection/confirmation from the National Headquarters, New Delhi,
staff will proceed for the Jamboree.

We request you to please select the right and deserving Leaders and recommend their application for the success of the
Jamboree.

Thanking you and with regards
Yours Sincerely,

(AMAR B. CHETTRI)
JT. DIRECTOR OF SCOUTS (PROG. & TRG.)
& JAMBOREE ORGANISER
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NAME OF EVENTS

National Level Yoga Training Course
National Level Adult Leader Trekking
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav - National Level
Group Dance Competition

18th National Jamboree

NAME OF EVENTS

13th Sri Lanka National Cubboree

8th Friends of Asia Pacific WAGGGS
Regional Gathering

Ist SAANSO Training Course for ALT

GYM AP Regional Youth Summit - SANGAM
Juliette Low Seminar (JLS) 2022

32nd Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Jamboree
25th World Scout Jamboree

= ISR us<Iial

EIIE| fei®

Ju /I §Y wWR W 05 RyawR, 2022
Jrge—TTell 12—13 RIdwR, 2022
JIgc—rel! 14 RyawR, 2022
RTerm R 30 fIawR, 2022 d@
R Y WX 30 fIdwR, 2022 d&
e / Avsd WX R, 2022

IS WX RrawR, 2022

foret wR 02—03 ISR, 2022
Ju ®’R 04—06 JMICTR, 2022

PROPOSED

MONTHS & DATES VENUE

07 - 21 September, 2022 Haridwar, Uttarakhand
01 - 05 November, 2022 Katra, Jammu & Kashmir
Pre.Round on 03.09.2022 Virtual

04 - 10 January, 2023

MONTHS & DATES
15 - 18 September, 2022
07 - 09 November, 2022

Pali-Marwar (Rajasthan)

PROPOSED

VENUE
Colombo, Sri Lanka
Bangkok, Thailand

01 - 16 November, 2022 Sri Lanka

07 - 11 November, 2022 Sangam, Pune
02 - 11 December, 2022 Virtual

11 - 19 December, 2022 Bangladesh

01 - 12 August, 2023

Saemangeum, Korea

National Headquarters website : www.bsgindia.org
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-Ta : scoutguidejyoti@gmail.com
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Follow us on [fJ facebook.com/scoutguidejyoti






